Starting the school year with Edge

Teaching tip by co-author Svein Arild Pettersen

Your new textbook, Edge, has a specific structure including six key concepts with which you should

familiarize yourself. First, skim-read Edge Explains: Six Key Concepts, pp. 14-15.
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i fleg v the oy warks al the Braa. He thinks hes the heid

=0 o, bot f kent fis faither, ken

low much ofthe above do you understand? Weuld you call it Cnglish?

Those sentences wouldn't sound out of place in the tewn of Dundee, In
Scatland, where | grew up. In standard English, it might e samething
like *I got 3 real Fright from the guy that works at the uncm ployment
affice, Ile thinks he's the bass novw, but he shouldn't get above
himself, you know,"

“Yau surely already know that there are lots of different ways that peaple
speak English. The above — an example of Scors —is perhaps even
“more dilferent” than you've come across before. How doss it differ from
what you might b used to? Ohiously, it differs in vocabulary - fleg for
“ight’, keid bummer for b935', 8100 (from “bureau’ Far ‘unzmployment
allice’ —and in p iation — heid (hymes with “lead’} for “head’, qoo
fehymes with 'z00') lor “now, andl ik it the ch sound of German
Bach) for Tight” {sehich here means ‘real, big), Kore subtly, it difrers in
grammar, 1oo; fur example, fhe bay works of fie bron would need the
wwort dhat in standarel English, (he oy that works af (e o

Probably more famillar to you are the differences between British and
Amercan English. There are different spellings of eaurse, like colsur
(British] vs. cofor (Amerd i

different loo; an American Fuglish speaker, for example, pronuunces (he
wword lotwith quite a different vewel from a British Engllsh speaker.
Ihese ae differences of qecent, of how Someone pronoUnces words,
Sometimes you might hear people say things ke “He duesn't have an
aceant”, butthis i impossible; cveryone, up ta and including the Queen,
“has an accent’, that is, they pronounce words [n a particular way.

). And of course. the pronunciation is
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1 Varieties of English
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H vhat are the main
differences between
British and American

English?
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1. Who is the target audience?
2. What is the purpose of the text?
3. In what genre would you place the text?

4. How do you assess the content of the text? Is the content relevant for the audience and purpose?
Are the main ideas clear and focused? Are they supported by facts and examples from relevant and
reliable sources?

5. How is the text structured? Is the structure clear?
6. Does the style of language seem appropriate for this text type?

Write a sentence or two for each question, supporting your answers with examples from the text.
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