
2 Using Edge

5  Courses
The 15 courses that together make up Chapter 5 focus on 
essential English language skills. By studying them closely 
you will improve your ability to communicate in English. 
The courses will serve you well in everyday life, on the 
exam, in further studies and in working life. Each course 
consists of concrete step-by-step instructions, model 
answers and practice tasks. We suggest you use them 
actively as references when working with Over-to-You 
tasks, writing essays or giving oral presentations.

Using Edge 
This textbook consists of five chapters. Together they make sure 
you work with all the competence aims in the curriculum. 

The first four chapters cover topics that you are expected to be able to communicate about: 

1 Varieties of English  

2 News and Views  

3 Key Debates 

4 Prepared to Study  

These chapters all start with an 
introductory article 1 , written 
especially for you by a Norwegian 
expert. Use it to gain an overview of 
the topic and as a model for writing 
and using sources. 

This article also introduces you to 
the wide range of relevant authentic 
material 2  that follows, marked by 
grey colour. These texts go in depth 
and allow you to explore the topic 
form various angles. We believe 
that by reading a selection of these, 
you will discover links and achieve a 
deeper understanding of the topic.

All texts are followed by practice 
tasks 3 . First, we ask you to 
practice your receptive skills by 
reading, watching and listening. 
Then, we show you, concretely, how 
each text serves as a model of good 
communication by way of examining 
its content, structure and language. 
Finally, in the Over-to-You tasks we 
ask you to practice your productive 
skills by emulating the models. 
Here you are also urged to make use 
of the courses in Chapter 5.

The four spreads titled Edge Explains 
4  focus on a key skill for meeting 

the competence aims in each 
chapter. 

Skolestudio  
provides  

additional resources.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4
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8  Writing Body 
Paragraphs

The main part of a text – the paragraphs that come between the 
introduction and conclusion – are known as body paragraphs. How to 
compose effective body paragraphs is the focus of this course.

Make a point. Write a sentence in which you state your main point. 
In this topic sentence, make a point that:

• clearly contributes to the thesis
• is significant and original
• you are capable of supporting

Support your point. The sentences that follow the topic sentence have 
the role of supporting your main point. Supporting sentences should:

• take the form of statements, questions or quotations
• explain your main point or illustrate it
• provide the discussion in your text

Bring your point to a neat conclusion. What remains is to round off the 
paragraph while driving the main point home. There should be a clear 
connection between all three elements:

• thesis
• topic sentence
• concluding sentence

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3
EXAMPLE

But talk to foreigners, read foreign books or 
newspapers, and you are brought back to the 
same thought. Yes, there is something distinctive 
and recognizable in English civilization. It is a 
culture as individual as that of Spain. It is 
somehow bound up with solid breakfasts and 
gloomy Sundays, smoky towns and winding roads, 
green fields and red pillar-boxes. It has a flavour of 
its own. Moreover it is continuous, it stretches into 
the future and the past, [and] there is something in 
it that persists, as in a living creature. What can 
the England of 1940 have in common with the 
England of 1840? But then, what have you in 
common with the child of five whose photograph 
your mother keeps on the mantelpiece? Nothing, 
except that you happen to be the same person.

George Orwell (1941). “The Lion and 
the Unicorn: Socialism and the 

English Genius”

Golden rule
Each paragraph must be 
structured around a main 

point. Every sentence in the 
paragraph typically has one 
of three roles in relation to 
this one point: to state it, 
support it or bring it to a 

conclusion.

Topic sentence that delivers the 
main idea of the paragraph

Supporting sentences that support 
the main point
– The first of them elaborates 

and draws on the example of 
Spain.

– The second exemplifies (“red 
pillar-boxes”, etc.).

– The third explains the 
significance of the preceding 
details (the pillar-boxes, etc., 
give England its distinctive 
“flavour”).

– The fourth elaborates with a new 
set of claims concerning time 
and England as a “living 
creature”; the fact that these are 
new claims and not reiterations 
of earlier points is signalled by 
the linking word “moreover”. 

Linking sentence that 
forms a contrasting link 
to the preceding 
paragraph. Note that 
Orwell – to good 
rhetorical effect – flouts 
the rule about not 
beginning a sentence 
with a conjunction.

Concluding sentences 
that round off the 
paragraph: In this 
example, two linked 
questions and a 
statement are used to 
form the conclusion.
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PRACTICE

1 Consider the following three body paragraphs.

EXAMPLE

Of all forms of literature, however, the essay 
is the one which least calls for the use of long 
words. The principle which controls it is 
simply that it should give pleasure; the desire 
which impels us when we take it from the 
shelf is simply to receive pleasure. Everything 
in an essay must be subdued to that end. It 
should lay us under a spell with its first word, 
and we should only wake, refreshed, with its 
last. In the interval we may pass through the 
most various experiences of amusement, 
surprise, interest, indignation; we may soar to 
the heights of fantasy with Lamb or plunge to 
the depths of wisdom with Bacon, but we 
must never be roused. The essay must lap us 
about and draw its curtain across the world.

Virginia Woolf (1922). “The Modern Essay”

Genius, as we tend to talk about it today, is 
some sort of mysterious and combustible 
substance that burns brightly and burns out. 
It’s the strange gift of poets and pop stars 
that allows them to produce one wonderful 
work in their early twenties and then nothing. 
It is mysterious. It is there. It is gone.

This is, if you think about it, a rather odd 
idea. Nobody would talk about a doctor or an 
accountant or a taxi driver who burnt out too 
fast. Too brilliant to live long. Pretty much 
everyone in every profession outside of 
professional athletics gets better as they go 
along, for the rather obvious reason that they 
learn and they practise. Why should writers 
be different? […]

Shakespeare got better because he 
learnt. Now some people will tell you that 
great writing cannot be learnt. Such people 
should be hit repeatedly on the nose until 
they promise not to talk nonsense any more. 
Shakespeare was taught how to write. He 
was taught it at school. Composition (in 
Latin) was the main part of an Elizabethan 
education. And, importantly, you had to learn 
the figures of rhetoric.

Mark Forsyth (2013). The Elements of Eloquence

a Find any three supporting sentences above 
(highlighted) that have the role of explaining a 
point and any three that have the role of 
illustrating (i.e., giving an example).

b What is the function of the word This at the 
beginning of the second paragraph?

c What is the function of the question at the end 
of the second paragraph?

2 Choose the only suitable linking word from each 
set of alternatives in the following sentences.

a There is no single cause of global poverty. 
However/Moreover/Thus, it can be said that 
one major cause is lack of education.

b Besides/Owing to/Considering the rise in 
unemployment, the government introduced a 
number of free vocational training schemes.

c Certain countries, such as the United States, 
have a high Human Development Index, in 
spite of/except for/given high inequality. 
Nevertheless/Furthermore/Accordingly, there 
exists an inequality adjusted HDI to give a 
more adequate representation.

d Whereas/If/Before social media use is 
increasing, TV audiences are even further 
reduced.

e Including/Besides/Despite the cities 
mentioned, two others exhibit similar voting 
patterns among the under-30s.

f Experts predicted there would be wild 
fluctuations in food prices. Consequently/
Nevertheless/In addition, they proved 
remarkable stable.

g The supply drops contained all necessary 
equipment, concerning/notwithstanding/
including scissors, bandages, syringes, 
needles, gloves and disinfectant.

3 Choose one of the following topic sentences and 
develop it into a full paragraph by writing at least 
four supporting sentences and a concluding 
sentence.

Remember that your aim is to explain and 
illustrate the main point expressed by the topic 
sentence.

a Australian immigration policy has frequently 
drawn criticism.

b Proficiency in English has several advantages 
when seeking employment.

c Human trafficking has various transnational 
implications.

Topic sentence that 
states the main point: 
Initially, we only learn 
what the essay does not 
call for. In the topic 
sentence, it is given a 
positive characterization. 

Concluding sentence 
brings the main point to a 
resolution. Note that the 
essay – as a concept – is 
in the subject of both the 
topic sentence (via the 
pronoun “it”) and the 
concluding sentence.

The linking adverb 
“however” indicates a 
contrast with the 
conclusion of the 
preceding paragraph. 

Supporting sentences that 
support – specifically, 
elaborate on – the main point. 
The final supporting sentence 
(after the semicolon) uses 
Charles Lamb and Francis 
Bacon as examples. 

Publicity image for the Royal New Zealand Ballet’s 2020 production of The Sleeping Beauty. 32,000 people around New 
Zealand enjoyed performances of The Sleeping Beauty in October – December 2020, at a time when live performances 
were heavily restricted almost everywhere else in the world due to Covid-19. RNZB Principal Kate Kadow, costume by 
Donna Jefferis, make-up by Amy McLennan, design concept Homegrown Creative, photo by Ross Brown. By permission 
of the Royal New Zealand Ballet, Artistic Director Patricia Barker.
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2 News and ViewsIntroductory essay

King Fear
By Thomas Seltzer

“The killer awoke before dawn; he put his boots on” (Morrison, 1967). It 
was a quiet December morning in the quiet town of Salisbury, North 
Carolina, in 2016. He had a long drive ahead of him, but it was a 
Sunday, so Edgar Maddison Welch knew traffic would be light.

Five hours later the 28-year-old entered Comet Ping Pong, a family-fun-
based pizza parlour in Washington, DC. Welch was carrying a Colt AR-15 
assault rifle, a Colt .38 handgun, a shotgun and a folding knife. He fired 
several shots with the rifle while poking around the restaurant as 
terrified parents shielded their children and terror-stricken employees 
escaped out into the street and the alley, fearing for their lives. To them, 
this fear was brand new. But to Edgar Maddison Welch fear was not 
something new. He had been scared for a long time. And the fear made 
him take action.

Because he was on a mission. Kind of like the one that brought him to 
Haiti some years earlier to help children after the big earthquake there. 
Because Edgar Maddison Welch cares about children. He is a kind man 
with a big heart, and he filmed himself in his car on the way to 
Washington that Sunday morning (ABC News, 2017). The film was a 
quietly sentimental message to his two daughters. He told them that he 
had to do what he was going to do, because Daddy feared for their 
future in a world out of control. Or rather, IN control, but in the hands 
of some very scary people.

So that is why he drove to Washington that morning with a trunk-load of 
guns. He was going to use these guns to liberate the children being 
held as sex slaves by Hillary Clinton and her friends in the basement of 
the pizza parlour. Except – as he found out during the 45 minutes he 
spent rummaging around the restaurant – there were no children being 
held captive there. There wasn’t even a basement. Because the story of 
the child sex slaves in the pizza place was a lie. Or, as Welch himself 
said later, “The intel on this wasn’t 100 percent.” To call that an 
understatement would be an understatement.

  What is Comet 
Ping Pong?
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PRACTICE

CONTENT
1 Answer the questions after reading the extract from 

the documentary.

a What is the really important question to ask 
about Google and Facebook, according to Lanier?

b Complete the classic saying: “If you’re not paying 
for the product, …”.

c Why are free internet services not really free?
d If it is a little simplistic to say the user is the 

product, what is the product, really?
e What do you need in order to make great 

predictions?
f What is being carefully monitored and recorded?
g What are three things the social media companies 

can tell about us by looking at our data?
h Why is it imprecise to say the social media 

companies sell our data?
i What can the companies predict using their 

models?
j What are the three main goals of these 

technology companies?
k What have we put at the center of everything we 

do?

2 After watching the documentary or reading the 
extract, review the list of rules you made under First, 
above, and discuss the following questions with a 
partner.

a Is there anything about your rules that you would 
change now? If so, what and why?

b Which of your own rules do you consider most 
important? Explain why to your partner.

c How motivated are you to follow your own rules 
now? Explain to one another.

OVER TO YOU
8 Write an essay on the threat of social media

Write a five-paragraph essay in which you answer 
the question: “What is the greatest threat posed 
by social media?” Remember to include a 
statement of your thesis in your introduction. 
Consider using one of the following as your choice 
of “greatest threat”.

• loss of attention and ability to concentrate
• manipulation of behaviour and perception
• depression and problems with self-image
• disengagement from truth and reality
• increased tribalism and political division
• radicalization
• weakening of democracy

For guidance, see course 6: Extending the Five-
Paragraph Essay.

STRUCTURE
3 The documentary consists of many different 

interviews interwoven with scenes performed by 
actors, illustrating different situations that people 
face with social media, and simulations of how 
various algorithms work.

Make a list of the pros and cons of including these 
scenes. Then weigh up the points on each side and 
reach a conclusion as to whether the scenes made 
the documentary better or worse, on the whole.

4 The documentary covers a lot of ground. Which 
different subtopics or themes can you identify?

LANGUAGE
5 Which examples of informal language can you 

identify in the extract from the documentary? See 
course 5: Mastering Style for guidance.

6 How would you describe the tone of the 
documentary? Which words and phrases can you find 
that contribute to that tone? 

7 Fill in the blanks in each row of the table with related 
words from the relevant word classes. The first row is 
already filled in to help you.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

a relation relate relative relatively

b compete competitive

c attention attentively

d engaged —

e behavior behaviorally

f perception perceive

g credit incredible

h certainty ascertain

i prediction predictably

j neurosis —

9 Assessed discussions
Work in groups of 3–4, where you will hold 
discussions lasting 15–20 minutes.

Each group should focus on examining one of the 
following statements.

A “Everyone should delete their social media 
accounts.”

B “Under 16s should have no social media 
access at all.”

C “Social media has made the world a much 
better place.”

If you prefer, you can decide in advance who will 
argue for the statement and who will argue 
against it. This can make it easier to prepare and it 
may make for a livelier discussion.

Use the documentary as one of your sources. Find 
other relevant material by searching online, using 
combinations of key words. Remember to 
reference your sources during the discussion.

For guidance, see course 13: Preparing 
Conversations.

 CO
N

TEXT

 AIMS
• Reflect on English-language sources of information that are 

spread globally
• Take an informed position on the possible threats posed by 

artificial intelligence
• Apply general and linguistic knowledge to evaluate a text’s 

content and language

 FIRST
What if a powerful 
AI’s goals were not 
aligned with our 
own? Find out 
about Swedish 
philosopher Nick 
Bostrom’s 
paperclip 
maximizer thought 
experiment.
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A Robot Wrote 
This Entire Article

If we are to stay reliably informed, we need to 
know where our information is coming from. 
At least until the present day, whenever we 
had a conversation or read an article, we 
knew that the ideas contained were the 
thoughts of a person, even if that person 
might be lying to us or had a fake identity. 
That may be about to change.

In 1950, the British mathematician and father 
of computer science, Alan Turing, proposed a 
test for whether a machine could really think. 
This was just five years after the first 
programmable computer, ENIAC, was 
developed by a US Army research lab. Turing’s 
“imitation game”, which came to be known as 
the Turing test, imagined a human 
interrogator, who would communicate only by 
typed messages, either with a person or a 
machine – the interrogator would not know 
which – in a closed room. Simply by posing 
questions and evaluating the answers given, 
the interrogator would try to work out whether 

it was communicating with another person. 
According to Turing, a machine that could 
convince the interrogator it was human would 
have passed the test and could therefore be 
said to be thinking.

Not long after, artificial intelligence (AI) was 
born as a field of research, with the goal of 
making such a machine that could think for 
itself, to find solutions to any problem. The 
article you are about to read was written by an 
artificial intelligence called GPT-3. This was 
created by OpenAI, a company founded by 
Elon Musk and others. Like AlphaZero – see 
the Tidbit below – GPT-3 has a neural-network 
architecture which roughly simulates the 
organization of neurons in the human brain. 
Its learning algorithm can find deep patterns 
in language and apply them to making 
completely novel texts that are hard to 
distinguish from the real thing. Does GPT-3 
pass the Turing test? You be the judge.
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• Who is the author? Is the author 
an expert in this field?

• What is the source of the text? Is 
it trustworthy?

• When was it published? Is it 
recent?

• Who is the intended audience?
• What is the author’s purpose? Is it 

a neutral purpose (e.g. to explain 
or to inform) rather than a more 
biased purpose (e.g. to persuade)?

• How strong is the evidence?
• Are all the points made by the 

author supported by evidence?
• Does the writer avoid making 

unsupported generalisations?
• Is there a clear distinction 

between fact and the author’s 
opinion?

• Are citations used? If so, are the 
cited sources trustworthy and 
recent?

• If there are any images or 
diagrams, are they clear? Do they 
relate directly to points in the text 

and support 
the author’s 

argument?

• What assumptions has the writer 
made? Are they clear and valid?

• What is the author’s position on 
the topic? Is this explicit?

• Does the writer present a 
balanced viewpoint? Are counter-
arguments considered?

• Does the writer represent the 
ideas of others accurately?

• Are the writer’s conclusions 
reasonable in light of the 
evidence presented?

• Is the writer’s language neutral? 
Does the writer use tentative 
language (e.g. It appears that... 
This may be caused by...) and 
avoid the use of emphatic words/
phrases (e.g. It is obvious... 
Clearly... Of course...)?

• Does the writer avoid using 
emotional language and dramatic 
images?

• Are the examples representative 
and free from bias?

Critical 
Reading
According to the 

competence aims 
listed above on the right, 
you are expected to learn 
to critically assess both the 
authors themselves and 
the content included in the 
texts you read. In practice, 
critical thinking entails using 
your existing knowledge 
of a subject to ask critical 
questions whilst researching 
(see Edge Explains: Sources), 
and to ask critical questions 
after having chosen a source. 

Critical reading is a form 
of active reading in which 
you ask critical questions 
within these three areas: 

ELEVEN SK AL KUNNE: 
• vise forståelse, 

selvstendig refleksjon 
og kritisk tenking i 
analyse av noen aktuelle 
samfunnsdebatter i 
engelskspråklige land.

• utforske og presentere 
minst ett selvvalgt emne 
knyttet til språk, kultur, 
samfunn eller vitenskap 
ved kritisk bruk av 
engelskspråklige tekster 
og andre kilder.

1. author/source 2. evidence 3. assumptions/bias

Depending on the text, you may adjust both the number of 
questions and the order in which you ask them. If too many 
questions leave you with a negative answer you should 
consider not using this source in your writing. 

The questions related to assumptions/bias may be the most 
difficult to answer. After all, bias can be both personal (the 
author’s own biases) and collective (within a newspaper, an 
area or an audience), and these biases can affect a text on 
several levels. Thus, it may be helpful to compare media 
outlets, based on two key criteria: 

• Political leanings:  
Left or right 

• Content:  
Facts or fabrication 

This has been illustrated in a chart created by Ad Fontes 
Media (see p. 107). Before reading any newspaper article, 
then, you should seek out the news source in the chart. A 
continuously updated, interactive version of the chart is 
available on the website, mediabiaschart.com.

Source: Smith, S. (2020, July 6). Critical Reading: EAP Foundation. 
Retrieved from: https://www.eapfoundation.com/reading/critical/

question 
everything

Take Note! Edge Explains
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